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Peer-reviewed, online database showcases 
local, county and state pandemic planning

State and local health departments that are planning for an influenza pandemic can look to a new online resource that potentially will save them both time and money.  The database, www.PandemicPractices.org, highlights more than 130 peer-reviewed promising practices from four countries, more than 22 states and 33 local governments. Launched in September, the database is a project of two nationally renowned organizations, the Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy (CIDRAP) at the University of Minnesota, and the Pew Center on the States, a division of The Pew Charitable Trusts.
The database contains tangible, downloadable tools that communities across America have developed to address three key areas in pandemic planning: altering standards of care, communicating effectively about pandemic flu, and delaying and diminishing the impact of a pandemic. Visitors can search the web site by state or topic, as well as by special-interest issues such as vulnerable populations.  Each practice is adaptable to other communities across the country and can be used to enhance existing plans.
Promising practices in the database include communities’ plans to engage schools and families to reduce the spread of influenza, to manage scarce medical resources, and to train people to care for ill family members at home.
“Public health officials have limited budgets and staff, and it is time consuming and expensive to reinvent the wheel when it comes to preparing for a pandemic,” said Jim O’Hara, managing director of Health and Human Services Policy at The Pew Charitable Trusts.  “This database is an excellent resource for public health officials to learn from each other and ensure that they have in place promising strategies in the event of a flu pandemic.”

"It is crucial that states, counties and cities continually enhance their preparedness for pandemic influenza," said Michael Osterholm, PhD, MPH, CIDRAP director. "This online database represents an important step by providing concrete, peer-reviewed materials to further public health preparedness."

Practices in the database were assessed by experts, including CIDRAP staff, a diverse group of national reviewers, and members of the project’s distinguished Advisory Committee.  In addition to viewing the practices, visitors to the Web site may submit additional practices for consideration.  To check out this exciting new resource, go to www.PandemicPractices.org.  
